Shookstown's turns 


It is right and proper for citizens to petition for 
the redress of grievances as it is for public 
authority to consider such petitions to be met 
with unreasonable, unbalanced or unjustified 
gestures that amount to kowtowing to the loud 
minority at the cost of the majority. 

This is what Frederick has done with the 
inadequately-marked prohibition of left turns on- 
to Shookstown Road from Rosemont Avenue. It 
has solved nothing, it makes the city look 
ridiculous, it ignores more dangerous conditions 
on Shookstown Road and it is rapidly giving the 
city that solicits tourism the reputation of being 
a speed trap that discourages the tourism the ci- 
ty seeks to attract. 

And in its enforcement the city is grossly 
unfair. 

Traffic problems are characteristic of all 
growing areas and increased traffic on streets 
not designed to carry that traffic is certainly a 
Safety concern. But there are greater dangers 
elsewhere on Shookstown Road, some can be 
relieved for a pittance and the city has resolute- 
ly refused to make these inexpensive efforts. For 
the past three years I have asked the city to 
paint a stripe along the edges of the road, 
especially where the county had stripes before 
the city took those sections over and obliterated 
the stripes when resurfacing. Each year it was 
acknowledged as necessary, promised if possible 
and promptly forgotten. This year the painting 
crews were in the area often, most recently in 
painting the new 20-mile limit on the road sur- 
face, but the inexpensive stripes marking the 
edges for the not uncommon bad weather, par- 
ticularly fog, were not painted. 

Over the years utility poles snapped off by 
autos have been a common sight, two within a 
few weeks after I spoke to the mayor about the 
real danger in poor visibility. There are utility 
poles not much more than a foot from the road 
surface and few that are as much as three feet 
away, a distance much smaller than the usual 
stoned shoulders. These are not accidents that 
people imagine, they are real and they are 
repeated and repeated. And they certainly can 
be serious if not fatal. 

It is not uncommon to see autos driven off the 
road and mired in a muddy field at the intersec- 
tion with Waverly Drive and that is a particular- 
ly dangerous area when there is fog. Three times 
after speaking to City Hall and when I was driv- 
ing slowly and carefully I passed Waverly 
without being able to see the intersection 
because the fog was that dense. 

The city grossed almost $5,000 from its single 
speed trap. Is that not more than enough to at 
least make an adequate and visible sign 
possible? 
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